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Benamning: Den materiella vindningen
Engelsk bendmning: The Material Turn
Kod: AR1IMAT1

Hoégskolepodng: 5.0 HP
Utbildningsniva: Forskarniva

Ges vid: Institutionen for arkeologi och antikens kultur

Behorighet: Behorig ar den som ar antagen till utbildning pa forskarniva vid
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Denna kursplan ar inrdttad och faststédlld av Humanistiska fakultetsnamnden den 14
mars 2017, och senast reviderad den 21 juni 2017.

PLAN FOR FORSKARKURS
LARANDEMAL

For godkant resultat pa kursen ska studenten kunna:

redogora for de nyckelbegrepp och de kritiska debatter som ar kopplade till analyser
av materialitet och materiell kultur.

kritiskt redogora for centrala begrepp som materialitet, (icke-mansklig) agens,
symmetri, antropocentrism, relationell ontologi, kulturteknik.

navigera inom det interdisciplindra falt som studiet av materialitet ar kopplat till
(sarskilt konstvetenskap, etnografi, arkeologi, historia, musikvetenskap, idéhistoria,
litteraturvetenskap).

applicera centrala begrepp och perspektiv pa den egna forskningen, samt placera sin
egen forskning i relation till den materiella vandningen.

anvanda kursens centrala begrepp for att féra en kritisk diskussion om vetenskapliga
praktiker.

INNEHALL

Syftet med kursen ar att ge en introduktion till centrala begrepp och perspektiv som
ryms inom den materiella vindning som for narvarande pagar i humaniora och
samhallsvetenskap och ge deltagarna redskap att sjdlva positionera sin forskning inom
faltet. Inspiration hamtas fran senare tids 6kade vetenskapliga intresse for kulturens
materialitet, tingens agens, liksom sambandet mellan teknologi och natur. Vilka roller
har materiell kultur i ett samhalle - idag och historiskt - och hur kan vi studera dessa?
Vilken betydelse kan foremal och ting ha for ett handelseférlopp? Pa vilka satt kan det
materiella sdgas paverka eller till och med styra utvecklingen i ett givet samhalle?
Kursen avser att genom centrala begrepp som agens, materialitet, antropocentrism och
objekt-orienterad ontologi, ge en fordjupad insikt i de olika epistemologiska och
ontologiska utgdngspunkter som ligger till grund for olika riktningar inom den



materiella vindningen i humaniora och samhallsvetenskap. Kursen syftar aven till att ge
fordjupad forstaelse for de historiska samband som ligger till grund for dessa
forandringar.

OBLIGATORISKA MOMENT

Aktivt deltagande i undervisningen, samt slutférande av samtliga uppgifter, inklusive
skriftliga uppgifter och fragor infor varje seminarietillfalle.

EXAMINATIONSFORMER

Kursen examineras genom inldmnande av en forskningsorienterad essa omfattande ca
3000 ord samt fortlopande paperpresentationer baserade pa kurslitteraturen.

ARBETSFORMER

Undervisningen sker i form av férelasningar och seminarier.

Undervisningen sker pa engelska.



AR1MAT1 THE MATERIAL TURN, DOCTORAL LEVEL, 5 ECTS

Benamning: Den materiella vindningen
Engelsk bendmning: The Material Turn
Kod: AR1IMAT1

Hoégskolepodng: 5.0 HP
Utbildningsniva: Doctoral Level

Provided by: The Department of Archaeology and Classical Studies in collaboration
with Department of Culture and Aesthetics.

Behorighet: In order to qualify for this course, the student must be enrolled as a PhD-
student at the Faculty of Humanities or another faculty at Stockholm University, or the
equivalent at another university.

This syllabus was ratified and adopted by the Faculty Board of Humanities 2017-03-14,
and revised on 2017-06-21.

COURSE PLAN
LEARNING OUTCOMES

In order to pass the course, students are expected to be able to:
- outline the key concepts and the critical debates which are linked to analyses of

materiality and material culture

- critically account for central concepts such as materiality, (non-human) agency,
symmetry, anthropocentrism, relational ontology, cultural technology

- navigate within the interdisciplinary field to which the study of materiality is
connected (especially Art History, Ethnology, Archaeology, History, Musicology,
History of Ideas, Literature)

- apply the central concepts and perspectives to their own research, as well as
placing their own research in relation to the material turn

- use the central concepts presented in the course to conduct a critical discussion
of scholarly practices

COURSE CONTENT

The aims of the course are to give an introduction to central concepts and perspectives
within the ‘material turn’ which is currently underway in the humanities and social
sciences, and to provide the participants with tools to position their own research
within this field. Inspiration is taken from the recent rise in academic interest in the
materiality of culture, the agency of things, and the relationship between technology and
culture. What roles does material culture play in society - today and in the past - and
how can we study these? What significance may objects and things have for historical
developments? In what way can material be said to influence or even steer changes in a
given society?



Exploring central concepts such as agency, materiality, anthropocentrism, and object-
oriented ontology, the course will provide insight into the different epistemological and
ontological starting points which underlie the varied directions taken within the
material turn across the humanities and social sciences, leading to a deeper
understanding of the historical relationships that form the basis for these developments.

MANDATORY ELEMENTS

Active participation in the course sessions, plus completion of all the assignments,
including the written assignments and questions in advance of each course session.

EXAMINATION

The course will be examined through submission of a research-oriented essay of about
3000 words plus presentations of course literature.

INSTRUCTION AND WORKING FORMS

The teaching will take the form of lectures and seminars.

The language of instruction is English.



